ADVANCE DIRECTIVE POLICY
An advance directive is a written instruction, such as a living will or durable power of attorney for healthcare,
recognized under State Law, relating to the provision of healthcare when the individual who has issued the directive
is incapacitated.
This facility recognizes the patient’s right to have advanced directives and a living will according to the Federal
and State of Arizona laws and statutes. (Refer to Section I.) Facility staff will implement and comply with patient
advance directives except as otherwise expressly provided in this policy. The Advance Directive policy will be
provided to each patient prior to any surgical procedure.
This facility also recognizes that the purpose of being an ambulatory surgery center is to provide elective surgical

procedures to ASA Class I, II and stable class III patients, meaning the facility treats generally healthy patients. In

all instances of emergency or life threatening situations, life-sustaining treatment (including resuscitative services)
will be instituted for stabilizing purposes and patients immediately transferred to a higher level of care.

Section I. STATE OF ARIZONA
In the State of Arizona, all patients have the right to participate in their own health care decisions and to make
Advance Directives or to execute Powers of Attorney that authorize others to make decisions on their behalf based
on the patient’s expressed wishes when the patient is unable to make decisions or unable to communicate decisions.
The facility respects and upholds those rights and will implement and comply with patient advance directives
except as otherwise expressly provided herein. The facility has no blanket policy of refusal to comply with any
advance directive. However, the facility’s compliance with certain elements of an advance directive is subject to
the limitations delineated below.
Candidates for procedures performed at this facility are required to be ASA class I, II, or stable III, meaning the
facility treats generally healthy patients, has limited capabilities and does not routinely perform procedures or
services that create the likelihood of having to implement or withdraw life-sustaining treatment or services. Any
life threatening situation within the facility would likely be due to an unexpected complication, rather than the
condition of an individual patient or an existing co-morbidity. Accordingly, this facility cannot in good conscience
implement an element of any advance directive that requires the withholding of emergent resuscitation or other
life-sustaining support.

In

accordance with the facility’s rules and regulations and

42 C.F.R. §416.41(b),

any

patient that requires care for an emergency medical condition that is beyond the capabilities of the facility will be
immediately transferred to a hospital, pursuant to a transfer agreement, or to another local Medicare-participating
hospital.

Accordingly, it shall be the policy of the facility, for reasons of conscience, to refuse to comply with the elements
of a patient’s advance directive that require the withholding of emergent resuscitation or life-sustaining treatment.
The facility shall always promptly and immediately so notify patients of the facility’s unwillingness, pursuant to Ariz.
Rev. Stat. §36-3205(C) (1). In the event the facility refuses implementation of a patient’s advance directive as set
forth herein, the facility will promptly transfer the patient to another provider who is willing to act in accordance
with the directive. Ariz. Rev. Stat. §36-3205(C) (1). Additionally and pursuant to Ariz. Rev. Stat. §36-3204(A),
the facility may elect to not comply with health care decisions made by the patient’s surrogate if the facility has
transferred responsibility to another provider who is willing to act in accordance with the directive. A member
of the medical staff may similarly decline to comply with elements of a patient’s advance directive for reasons of
conscience by following the same procedures and processes delineated herein and as permitted by Arizona law.
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